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Of true Charch-Unity., + 


*- The names of Unity and Schifm ſhould 
be rightly applied. True Church-Unity wt 
the Unity of the Spirit ; what is included 
therein, True Unity is primarily of the 
Church in its myſtical, [eondarly inits 
viſible ſtate. Holy love is. the Life and 
Soul of this Unity. Church-Unity con» 
fidered in three points. 1. In the eſſen» 
.tials and all weighty.matters of Chriſti« 
.an Faith and Life. 2. In the eſſentials 
and integrals of Church-ſtate..3.. In the 
-accidentals of Religion. The different 
value of theſe different points of. Unity. 
.The Rule of Unity is Gods Word.. Of. the 
Scriptures ſufficiency as a Rule thereof. 
Of things left to human determination, 
with the Paſtors and, Magiſtrates Inter- 
eſt. therein. The. Rulers Wiſdomn ſet- 
ling the right bounds of Unity. The 
burden of things unneceſſary not to be 
laid on the Churches. Unity f external | 
order. is ſubſervientto Faith and. Ho- | 
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oN: - Of. Schifiw iu [6 called.” 
wld Schiſm is the violation of the Unity of 
V 1s the Spirit. | Separation and. Schiſm are 


ledvot of equal extent. 4 he. violation of 
rheboly Lave is the raotxof. Schiſm.  Schiſm 


its lies primarily in.a breach made upon the 
B2nity of the Church as myſtical, .and ſex 
. der as viſible... The higheſt. point 
= 8 of Schiſm againſt the Church as vifible, 
is that. which is about the eſſentials and 
ls weighty matters of Chriſtian Faith and 
be Þ Life...How both Perſons and Churches 
ve © may (be guilty of it... . The next paint of 
y. | Schiſm is about the eſſentials. and, intes 
e © grals of Church ſtate. This may be either 
f. | againſt the Catholick pr a particular 
| Church; Inſtances of both kinds. The 
; 
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loweſt: point of Schiſm is about the-actr- 
dentals. of Religion; \\Htow any are -guil- 
ty or not' guilty in this: point.  4"pt&po= 
ſterous valuation made of the 'afarefaid 
different points, tends. to Schiſm, ::The 
ſetting. of other bounds of Unity, thas 
. Gods word. allows, 15:to make. a. breach 
wupon.it. Terms of Unity may be allows 
\5 a" - "ed 
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wOmitters, when thei; 
are not. allowed as to. the Im ſers. | 
danger of alting agamſt conſcience rati 
only doubting, TH'a falſe Unity that 
3s '/#? up to the hindrance of Faith an 
F10i9ntfs; and not td adhere to it is nd 
Schiſm bu Duty ; [ſtances hereof. C 
phe Hh2ht o F drawing together into hen 
corre RT on fuch occafton.. Wh 
dvity of Reformation ts unlawful 
to Subjetts,! A erence betweex ini 
mica! ſeparation and amicable necefary 
Segregation. The dbjefted inconuentens 
tes againſt the amicable Segregation an« 


Jwered. The import of the Text, Rom. 
16. 17. opened. Wy 


CHAP. IV. 


- Of the Schiſms that wer in RR ana 
' Cient times of the Charch, and the difa 
ferent caſe of the Nonconformiſts A | 


theſe times. 


- Of the Donatifts: of he Ns watiatts: 
Whether the cafe of the preſent Non- 


conformiſts be the: ſame with rhe caſe of 
| theſe or any others anciently þr 


echofatichs. 7, be caſe of ſuch Noneon» 
7 as. be mare. remote from accee 
fl modatiex with: the Eſtabliſhed Order. 
"al The uf of ſuch .of - them, as be mere 
" d to accommadation. An Anſwer 
on «xinſt relaxing the terms 
f diverſe - ether ree 

whle ps tag iſms A the ancient times ; 
:u9 the Nonconformiſts caſe.different 
from theirs. An appeal to Antiquity 
and to our Superiors, 


CHAP. V. 


8 Of making a right eſtimate of the guilt 
| of Schiſm, and ſomething more if the 
right way to Unity. 


The great abuſe of the name Schiſm, 
. and the bad con ce thereaf. The 
” Þ degres of the Schiſus to be ducly con- 
fa ſidered for making an equal judgment 
of the guilt thereof. 


ancient times. Charity in cenſurin "g 
thence inferred, - True Unity 15 fon 
ed in true Holineſs, and promoted by 


Examples of 
Schiſmatical animoſities in Worthies of 


mpar/falhty « and  cquity pant —e all Treat 
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Chriſtians, and by*2he- due exertte of 
_ erue Church-Diſcepline,, and*by Nehoul, 
ing the ſnares of Diviſion ; 'and* as by 
the equity and charity of Superiors , ſc 
by & humility and due fabmiffen of 
Inferiors.. A Queſtion confidered- aboit 
the warrantableneſs of ſubmiſſion to 
things not in themſelves unlawful, bu 
znexpedicnt. i - 
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Ne Errata. 
. 2. lin. 2. r. regeneration, p,.12.1. 8.r. without, ib.[16. x an 
In, p. 22.1.6. r. due extent, p. 25.1. 14. r. account of accidentd 


P- 32.1. 16. r, injured 'Chriſtians as are, p. 33.1. 25. r. Segregati- 
> ON, P. 42. 1 27. r. renouncing, Þ. 47. L 21. xr. depoſed. 


ts wool TT. oct tt cc cer vvcaKk Ak als a  ._. 


KS s as 


1h 


'h PSHHHÞPPSHODHES 
Jo ; The point of 
aCHURCH-UNITY 
AND 
SCHISM Diſcuſs'd. 


Re LIN 


CHAT. 6 


Of the Church and its P olity. 


A IE7He Church is a Spiritual 

GAMRKRPEE Common-wealth , which 
——< according to ts primary. 
and inviſible State is a 

Society of regenerate Per- 

F ſons, who are joyned 


by a myſtical Union through the Holy Spirit, 
and are juſtified, Sanctified, and adopted to the 
inheritance of Eternal Life ; but according to 
ſs» | | B its 


- its ſecondary and viſible ſtate, it is a Society 


' and made partakersof the external priviledges 


the whole company 


————— — ———— 


of Perſons profeſiing Chriſtianity or Regera- 
tion , and externally joyned to Chriſt, and t&, 
one another by the Symbals of that Profeſſion, 


thereunto belonging. 

There is one Catholick Church, which ac- 
cording to the unvifible Form, is the whole 
company of true Believers throughout the 
World ; and according to its viſible Form, is 
of viſible Believers 
throughout the World, or Believers accord- 
ing to human judgment. , _. | 

This Church hath one Read and Supream 
Lord, even Chriſt, and one Charter and Sy- 
ſtem of Laws; the Word of God and Mem- 
bers, that are free Denizons of the whole So- 
ciety, and one Form of Admiſſion or ſolemn 
Initiation for its Members, and one kind of 
Miniſtery and Eccleſiaſtical Power. 

This Church hath not the power of us own 
Fundamental Conſtitutzon, or of the Laws, and 
Othcers, and Adminiſtrations intrinfecally be- 
longing to it, but hath received all theſe from 
Chriſt its Head, King and Lawgiver, and 1s 
limited by him in them all. Nevertheleſs, it 
hath according to the capacity of its acting, 
that 1s, according to its ſeveral parts a 

wer of making Secandary Laws or Canons, 
either to impreſs the Laws of Chriſt upon uts 
Members, or to regulate circumſtantials and 


ACCl= 


eee em 


nent in Relig gion, 
neceſlary in. genere, not 
a, N22 ſpecie. 
a Ml As the Scripture ſets forth one Catholick 
[EE Church, fo alfo many particular Churches, 
-. ſl 2 fo many Pohitical Societies diftint from each 
l- © other, yet all compacted together as parts of 
\e © that one ample Society, the Catholick Church. 
- Each of theſe particular Churches have their 
rs ll proper Elder or Elders, Paſtor or Paſtors, has 
1. © ving authoriry of reaching and ruling them mm 
' E Chriſts name. An Ecclefiaſtical Order of 
n | Presbyters or Elders, that are not Biſhops, 1s 
7- Yoo found in holy Scripture. For all Presby= 
1- ters or Elders, being of a ſacred Order in the 
>- Goſpel Church that are any where mentioned 
n {in Scripture, are therein fet forth as Biſhops 
»f truly and properly fo called, and are no where 
ſet forth as leſs than Biſhops. Theſe Elders 
n {1 r! Biſhops are Perfonally ro Superintend all 
4 Wtheir Flock, and rhere is no grant from Chriſt 
+. Wt diſcharge the fame by Delegates or Subſt- 
mn Frutes. 
is A diſtinction between Biſhops and Presby- 
it Wters, and a Superiority of the former over 
the latter, was after the'Scripture times ancient- 
ly and generally ——_—_— m the Chriſtian 
Church. Yet ut was not a diverfity of Or- 
ders or Offices eſſentially different, bur of des 
grees in the fame Office, the effential nature 
whereof is in both. "The Biſhop of the firſt 
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A'S | 
Ages was a Biſhop not of a multitude of 
Churches, but of one ſtated Eccleſiaſtical So 
ciety or ſingle Church , whereof he was an 
1mmediate Paſtor ; and he performed the work 
of a Biſhop, or immediate Paſtor towards them 
all in his own Perſon, and not by Delegates and 
Subſtitutes ; and he governed not alone, but 


in conjunction with the Presbyters of hi 
Church, he being the Preſident. 


Though ſeveral Citics in the ſame King- 


dom have their different municipal Laws and 
Priviledges according to the diverſity of theit 
Charters, yet particular Churches have no Dt 
vine Laws and Priviledges diverſe from each 
other, but the ſame in common to them. all, 
becauſethey have all the ſame Charter in ſpeci 
from ' Chriſt. Therefore each of them have 
the fame power of Government within them- 
ſelves. And the qualifications requiſite to make 
men Members or Miniſters of the Univerſal 
Church, do according to Chrilts Law ſuf 
ciently qualife them to be Members or Mt 
niſters-of any particular Church, to whuch 
they have a due and orderly call. 

Local, preſential Communion in Gods Or- 
dinagces, being a main end of erecting par- 
ticular Churches, they ſhould in all reaſon 
conliſt of Perſons, who by their cohabitation 
in a vicinity are capable of ſuch Communyor 
and there may not be a greater local diſtanch 
of the Perſons than can ſtand with it. - 
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A Biſhops Church was anciently made up 


of of the Chriſtians of a City or Town, and ' 


50-M the adjacent Villages, who might and did 
an Perſonally meet together, both for Worſhip 
rk and Diſcipline. 
emYl All Chriſtians of the fame local Precinct 
nd ar2 moſt' conveniently brouzht into one and 
2ut Ml the ſame ſtared Church, that there might be the 
bu greateſt Union among them, and thar the oc- 
Wl cafion of ſtraggling and running into ſeveral 
19-Y Parties might be avoided. Yet this local par- 
nc tion of Churches 1s not of abſolute necet{ity 
ei 2,d invariable, bur- if there be {ome inſupe- 
Di-W rble- impediment thereof, the partition muſt 
ch b2 made as the ſtate of things will adnur. 
all Y . No Biſhop or Paſtor can by Divine right 
cu or warrant, claim any aſfligned circuit of 
vel Ground as his propriety for Eccleſiaſtical Go- 
m-Y vernment, as a Prince claims certain Terrj- 
ke tories as his propriety for Civil Government; 
(al fo that no other Biſhop or Paſtor may without 
f-M his Licence, do the work of the Miniſtery, 
\-M in any caſe whatſoever within that Circuar. 
coll I is not the conjunction of a Biſhop or 
Paltor with the generallity or the greater num- 
2M ber of the People, that of it felt declares the 
ar-M only rightfull Paſtor or true Church within 
this or that Circuit. For many cauſes may re- 
quire and juſtifie the being of other Churches 
therein. \ 
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Seeing particular Churches are ſo many 
integral parts of the Catholick Church, and 
ſtand in need of each others help in thi 
that concern them joyntly and ſeverally, = 
they have all an influence on each other, the 
Law of Nature leads them to Aﬀociations or 
Combinations greater and lefler, according to 
their capacities. And the orderly ſtare that is 
requiſte in all Affociations, doth naturally res 
quire ſome regular Subordination an the feve- 
ral parts thereof, either in way of proper au- 
thority or of mutual agreement. And the 
Aflocuated Churches and particular Members 
therein, are naturally bound to maintain the 
orderly ſtate of the whole Afociation, and to 
— with the Rules thereof, when they 
are not repugnant to the Word of God. F 

A Biſhop or Paſtor and the People adhers 
ing to him, are not declared to be the only 
true Church and Paſtor within ſuch a Precinct, 
by their conjunction with the largeſt Comby 
nation of Biſhops or Paſtors and their Churches. 
For the greater number of Biſhops may in 
ſuch manner err in their Conſtitutions, as to 
make rightly informed Perſons uncapable of 
their Combination. 

A National Church 1s not a particularChurch 
properly ſo called, but a Combinatian or Co- 
agmentation of particular Churches, unned 
under one Civil Supream, either Perſonal as 
jn a Monarchy, or Collective as in a _ 
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lick. And the true notion thereof les nof in 
any Combination purely Ecclefjaftical and In- 
trinſecal , but Civil and Extrinfecal, as of 
ſo many Churches that are collefted under 
one that hath rhe Ctv:l Supremacy over them. 
The National Church of England truly de- 
TOY notes all the Churches in England united un- 
uY der one Supream Crvil Church-Governeur, 
cy the Kings Majeſty. 
ll Civil Magiſtrates as ſuch, are no Conftitu- 
W-Y tive parts of the Church. The Chriſtian 
be Y Church ſtood for ſeveral Centuries without the 
crs ſupport of their authoriry. But Supream Ma- 
heY piſtrates have a Civil Supremacy in all Eccle- 
faſtical matters, and a pohtica}, extrinfecalt E- 
©Y Wl piſcopacy over all the Paftors of the Churches 
© in their Dominions, and may compell chem to 
1 the performance of their Duties, and puniſh 
ly W them for negligence and mal-Adminiftration ; 
t, WW and they may reform the Churches , when 
» BN they ftand in need of Reformation. 
S. i The poffcfhon of the Tithes and Temples 
N WI doth not of it felf dechare the true Paſtor and 
0 If Church, nor doth the Privatton thereof de- 
f YN clare no Paſtor and no Church. For theſe 
are diſpoſed of by the ſecular power, which 
of it felf can nenher make, nor make vord 
2 Paſtor or Church. 

A Diocefs is a colleftive body of many 
Pariſhes under the Government of one Dio- 
celan, If the feveral Pariſhes be ſo many par- 

B / ticular 
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ticular Churches, andift their proper and ime} 
mediate Presbyters be of the ſame order with 
thoſe which 1n Scripture are mentioned by that 
name, and were no other than Biſhops ar 
Paſtors ; then a Dioceſs 1s not a particulay 
Church, but a Combination of Churches, an: 
the Dioceſan 1s a Biſhop of Biſhops, or 
Governour over many Churches and their 1 
mediate Biſhops. It the Pariſhes be nor a 
knowledged to be Churches, nor their Preſ- 
byters to be realy Biſhops or Paſtors, bur the 
Diocets be held to be the loweſt Political 
Church, and the Dioceſan to be a Biſhop of 
the loweſt rank, and the ſole Biſhop or Paſtor 
of all the included Pariſhes ; I confeſs, I have 
no knowledge of the Divine right of ſuch a 
Church or Biſhop, or of any precept or pre- 
cedent thereof in Scripture, For every par- 
ticular Church mentioned 1n Scripture was but 
one diſtin&t ſtated Society , having its own 
proper ant] immediate Biſhop or Biſhops, El: 
der or Elders, Paſtor or Paſtors, who did 
Perſonally and immediately Superintend over 
the whole Flock, which ordinarily held exther 
at once together, or by turns Perſonal, pre- 
ſent Communion with each other in Gods 
Worſhip. But a Dioceſs conſiſts of ſeveral 
ſtated Societies, to wit, the Pariſhes which are 
Canſtituted ſeyerally of a proper and imme- 
diate Presbyter or Elder having cure of Souls, 
and commonly called a Rector, and the Pecy 
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Y- ple whichare his proper and immediate charge 
or cure. And the People of the Dioceſs donot 
live under the Perſonal and immediate over- 

' ſight of their Dioceſan, but under his Dele- 
gates and Subſtirures. Nor do they ordinari- 

n' ly hold Perſonal preſent Communion with 

each other in Gods Worſhip, either at once 

rogether or by turns. Nevertheleſs, which 

2 way ſoever a Dioceſs be confidered, I have 

el- nothing to object againſt ſubnuſſion to the 

he Government of the Dioceſan, as an Eccleſi- 
cal Y aſtical Officer eſtabliſhed by the Law of the 
of Land under the Kings Supremacy. 

or There 1s nothing 1n the nature of the Office 

vel of Presbyterate (which according tothe Scrip- 

2K ture is a Paſtoral Office ) that ſhews it ought 
re-F to be exerciſed no otherwiſe than in Subordi- | 

TH nation to a Dioceſan Biſhop. Chrilt, who s | 


ut the Author and only proper giver of all Spt- 
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vn ritual Authority in the Church, hath not ſo | 
yo limited the ſaid Office; and men cannot by } 
id; any act of theirs enlarge or leſſen it as to its | 
er nature or eſſential ſtate, or define it otherwiſe 

er than it 1s ſtated of. Chriſt in his word. * 

e- No power Eccleſiaſtical or Civil can dif- 

ds charge any Miniſter of Chrift from the exer- 

al | ciſe of his Miniſtery in thoſe circumſtances, 

re wherein Chriſt commands him to exerciſe it, 


nor any Chriſtians from thoſe duties 'of Reli- 
gion, tro which the Command of Chriſt ob- 
1geth them. | 
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As the Magiſtrate is to judge what Laws 
touching Religion are fit for him to ena&t,and 
execute, ſo the Miniſters of Chrift are to uſe 
a judgment of diſcretion about their own +. 
Paſtoral aCts ; and all Chriſtians are to do the 
ſame about their own aC&ts of Church-Com- 
munion. 'The | too common abuſe of the 
jadgment of diſcretion cannot abrogate the 
right uſe thereof, it being ſo neceſſary that 
without it men cannot aCt as men, nor offer 
to God a reaſonable Service. 


LCEHESAP. UL 
Of true Church-Unity. 


Hen the names of Unity and Schifm 

are by partiality and ſelhſhnefs com- 

monly and i n abuſed and miſapphed, the 
nature of the things to which thoſe names 
do of right belong, ought to be diligently in- 
quired into, and clearly and diſtinctly laid 
open. For a groundwork 1n this inquiry I 
fix upon two very noted texts of Scripture. 
The one is Eph. 4. 3. Indeavouring to keep 
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of Peace. 
The -other is Rom. 16. 17. Mark them that 
cauſe Diviſions and Offences contrary to the 


DoErine that ye have learned, and .avoid 


| —  —— 


"them. 'The former guides usto the knowledge 
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of true Church-unity, and the latter ſhews 
us the true nature of Schiſm. 

By the former of theſe Texts, all Chriſtians 
are obliged to mamtam that Spiritual Uni 
which they have one with another under Chriſt 
their Head, by the Holy Ghoſt in all due acty 
of holy Communion in Peace and Concord. 
Several umportant things are here to be taken 
notice of. 

1. There is a Spiritual unity between all 
Chriſtians in the form of one myſtical Body, 
as there is a natural unity between all the 
members of the natural Body. "The members 
being many are one body and members one 
of another. 2. This Unity is under Chriſt 
as the Head of itt. What the head is to the 
natural Body, that is Chrift and much more 
to his myſtical Body the Church. 9g. This 
Unity of Chriſtians one wnh another under 
Chriſt, is by the Holy Ghoſt, and therefore 
called the Unity of the Spirit. "The Spirt 
of Chriſt the Head, doth fſerze upon —_ 
ſide in all the Faithfull, by which they be- 
come Chriſts myſtical Body, and are joyned 
one to another as fellow-members. 4. This 
Unity of the Spirit among Chriſtians is wit- 
nefſed, maintained, and ſtrengthened by thar 
holy communion of Love and Peace one with 
another, but is darkened, weakened, and lef- 
fened by their uncharitable Difſentzons, 


Hence 
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Hence it is evident that rhe Unity here com- MI. 


mended, is primarily that of the Church in its © 
internal and inviſible State, or the Uni6n.and 
Communion ot Saints, having in themſelves 
the Spirit, and Life, and Power of Chriſtanity. 
T'is' the unity of the Spirit we are charged 
to keep in the bond of Peace. But concord | 
in any external order with a vital Union with | 
Chriſt and holy Souls, his living members, 1s 
not the unity of the Spirit, which 1s to par- 
take of the ſame new Nature and Divine Lite. 
Secondarily, it 18 the Unity-of the Church in 
its external and viſible State, which 1s con» 
ſequent and fixblervient to the internal, 
| and ſtands 1n the profeſſion and appearance 
of it, in the eolelied obſervation * the du- 
nes ariſing from it. Where there 15 not a 
credible Profetion of Faith unfeigned and true 
Ho!:ncts, rhere 1s not ſo much as the external _ 
and ' viſible Unity of the Spirit. Therefore 
a ſenſual Earthly generation of men,. who are 
apparently lead by the Spirit of the World, 
and not by the Spirit that 1s of God , have 
little caufe to glory 1n their adhering to an 
external Church order, whatſoever it be. 
Holy love, which is unſelfed and imparnal, 
is the Life and Soul of this unity, withour 


> which it 1s but a dead thing, as the Body 


without the Soul is dead. And this love 1s 
the bond of perfeCtneſs:, that Cement, that 
holds altogether. in this myſtical Society, 
| | | _ 


| E: 
For this'being ſeated in the ſeveral members, 
diſpoſeth them to look, not to their own thin 
but alſo-to the things of others, and not to 
the undue advancement of a Party, but tothe 
common good of the whole Body. Whoſo- 
ever wants this love, hath no viral Umion 
with Chriſt and the Church, and no part in 
the Communion of Saints. "The Church is 
much more ennobled, ſtrengthened, and ev 
way blefled by the Communion cf holy love 
among all its living members, or real Chriſti- 
ans, than by an ontfide uniformity in the 
minute circumſtances, or accidental modes of 
Religion. By this love it 1s more beautifull 
and lovely in the eyes of all intelligent be- 
holders, than by outward pomp and orna- 
ment, or any worldly ſplendor. 

The Unity of the Church as viſible, whe- 


_ ther Catholick or particular, may be con{- 
dered in a three-fold reſpect, or in three y 


different points. The firſt and chief point 

thereof, 1s in the eſſentials and all weighty 
matters of- Chriſtian Faith and Life. "The 
ſecond and next in account 1s 1n the efſentials 
and integrals of Church ſtate, that is, in 
the Chriſtan Church-Worſhip , Maniſtery 
and Diſcipline, conſidered as of Chriſts inſt- 
tution, and abſtracted from all things ſuper- 
added by men. The third and loweſt point 
15 "1n thoſe extrinſecal and accidental Forms 


and Orders of Religion, which are neceſlary 


are of a very different nature and importance 
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iti genere, but left in ſpecie to human deters IN 
munation. > y 


Of theſe ſeveral points of Unity , there s 
ta be a different valuation according to their I 11 
different value. Our firſt and cluef 'regard 
is due to the firſt and chief point, which re- 
ſpets Chriftian Faith and Life ; The next 
regard 1s due to that which is next in value, 
that which reſpe&ts the very conſtitutiqn or 
frame of a Church 3 And regard is to be had 
of that alſo which reſpects the accidentals of 
Religion, yet in its due place and not before 
things of greater weight and worth. Things 


to the Churches good Eſtate; and a greater | 
or lefler ſtreſs muſt be laid upon Unity un I 1 
them, as the things themſelves are of greater I} ; 
or lefler moment. 4 
The Rule or Law of Church Umty is not | 
the will of man, but the will of God: 
Whoſoever keeps that Unity which hath Gods 
word for its Rule, keeps the Unity of the 


| Spirit; And whoſoever boaſts of a Unity that 


3s not ſquared by this Rule, his boaſt ag 1s 
but vain. 
An Hypotheſis that nothing in the Service 


of God is lawfull, but what 1s expreſly pre- 


ſcribed in Scripture, 1s by ſome falſly aſcrib» 
ed to a ſort of men who. earneſtly contend 
for the Scriptures ſufficiency, and perfeQion 
for the regulating of Divine Warlhip, and 
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the whole ſtate of Religion. God in his 
Word hath preſcribed all thoſe parts of his 
Worſhip, that are neceſſary to be performed 
to him. He hath hkewiſe therein inſtituted 
r If thoſe Officers that are to be the Adminiſtrators 
x of his publick Worſhip in Church Aflemblies, 
* Þ 2nd hath defined the authority and duty of 
FF thoſe Officers, and all the eſſentials and in- 
tegrals of Church ſtate. As for the circumſtan- 
tat and accidentals belonging to all the thi 
aforeſaid, he hath laid down general Rules fb 
the regulation thereof, the particulars bein 
both needleſs and impoſſible ro be enumerat 
and defined. 

In this point God hath declared his mind, 
Deut.” 4. 2. Ye ſhall not add unto the word 
which I command you, neither ſhall ye di- 
miniſh ought from it. Deut. 12. 32. Whar 
ſoever thing I command you, obſerve to do 
it, Thou ſhalt not add thereto nor diminiſh 
from it. The prohibition is not meerly of 
altering the Rule, Gods written Word by ad- 
dition or diminution, but of doing more or 
leſs than the Rule required, as the precept is 
not of preſerving the Rule, but of obſerving 
what 1s commanded 1n- it. 

Such human inſtitutions in Divine Wor- 
ſhip, as be in meer ſubſerviency to Divine 
» >dbeoiny for the neceflary and convenient 
modifying and arderin £ thereof, are not pro» 
perly additions to Gods commandments. Far 

| they 
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they are of things which are not of the ſame 
nature, end and uſe with the things which. 
| God hath commanded, but of meer circuni- 


ſtantials and accidentals belonging to thoſe 
things. And theſe circumſtantials are in ge- 
nere neceſlary to the performance of Divine 
Inſtitutions, and are generally commanded in 
the Word, though not in particular, but are 


to be determined 1n ſpecie by thoſe to whom 


the power of ſuch determination belongs. 
They that aflert and ſtand to thisonly Rule, 


provide beſt for the Unity of Religion, and the 


Peace of the Church. For they are ready to 
reject whatſoever they find contrary ro this 


' Rule, they are more eaſily kept within the 
bounds of acceptable Worſhip, and all war-: 
| rantable obedience, they lay the greateſt weight 


on things of the greateſt worth and moment, 
they carefully regard all Divine inſtitutions and 
whatſoever God hath commanded, and they 
maintain Love, and Peace, and mutual forbea- 
rance towards one another in the more incon- 
{iderable diverſities of Opinion and Practice. 
Thoſe things that are left to human deter- 


mination, the Paſtors, Biſhops or Elders, did 


anciently determine for their own particular 
Churches. And indeed it 1s very reaſonable 
and naturally convenient, that they who are 


the Adminiſtrators of Divine inſtirutions, and 


have the conduct of the People 1n Divine 
Worſhip, and know beſt what is moſt exp 


— 
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' Gient for their own-Soctety, ſhould be intruſted; 
with the determination of neceſſary circums 
-ſtances within their own Sphere. Burt foraſ- 
much as the -Supream Magiſtrate is intruſted: 
of God with the care of Religion within his! 
Domimions, and hath a-Civil Supremacy in Ec- 
lefraſtical affairs, and' a great concern in. the. 
orderly management of publick Aſſemblies, 
he. 18. authorized of God to- overſee the de-' 
terminations and aCtings of Eccleſiaſtical Pet«; 
ſons, and may aſſume to himſelf the deter- 
mination of the aforeſaid circumſtantials far. 
the honour of God, the Churches edification; 
and the publick Peace, keeping within the'ges; , 
neral rules preſcribed in Gods Word. | 
For' the maintaining of Church-Unity,; 
nat 15 according to Gods word, it 1s the part 
of Subjefts to ſubmit ro what their Goyer+ 
nours have determined, fo far as their ſubmiſſion: 
s allowable by the ſaid rule; and it is the 
part of Governours to conſider well the wars. 
rntableneſs of their determinations. More, 
ſpecially their wiſdom and care iz much re-; 
quired in ſettling the right bounds of Unity,, 


:4]Þ2 this regard the: terms of admiſſion to the 
ar {-2mmunion and Miniſtery of the Church muſt 
le WP 20 other, than what the declared wall of 
re fod hath made the rerms of, thoſe privi= 


18fges, and which will ſhur out none, whom 
od hath qualified for and called to the ſame. 
ine {ctting of. other boundaries, beſides the. 


— 
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iniquity thereof, will inevitably cauſe divi- 


'Fhe Apoſtles, Elders and Brethren aflem- 
bled at Feruſalew, Afts 15. 28. writing to the 
blieving Gentiles declare, It ſeemed good to 
the - Holy Ghoſt and to ws to lay upon you 
no greater burden than theſe an _ 
Frota Which 4t 18 evidently inferred that the 
burden of things unneceſſary ought not to be 
hid on the Churches. | 

"The things injoyned by that Aſſembly were || 
antecedently to their Decree, either neceflary in + 
themſelves or it their conſequents according} { 
ts the ſtate of things in thoſe times and places. 

I 
c 


And whatſoever is made the matter of a ſtrict 
injunction, eſpecially a condition of Church 
Communion and Priviledges, ought to have 
fome kind of neceſlity in it antecedent to its 
_ Symbolical Rites or Ceremonie 
inſtituted by man to ſhgmhe Grace or Duty: 
afe none of thoſe things, which being nccek: 
fary in general, ure left ro human determi 
tion for this or that kind thereof. They have 
no neceflary Subſerviency to Divine inſtiruti 
ons, 'they are no parts of that neteflary de 
cency 'and order in Divine Worſhip, withou 
which the Service would be uhfetent. 

indeed they are- not neceflaty to be inſti 
or rigidly urged in any time or place wha 
ſoever. Fhe being and well being of as 
rightly conſtituted Church of Chriſt, n 


- 


| 8r. Pail refolyes upori the caſts of uſitip 
or refuſing of .meats, and the obſervance or 
nan-obſetvance of days, which God had nei- 
 B ther commanded nor forbidden, atid of eat- 
Bing of thoſt mears Which had ben offered in 
| Sacrifice to Idols, Rom. 14. and t Cor. 8. 
"iN That io mai pitt a ffumbling block, of an 
eW occaſion to fall in his Brothers way, The 
©} Command here given, extends to Paſtors and 
BK Governours 2s. well as to other Chriſtians, and 
el is to be obſerved in ads of Governments as 
nl well as in other a&ts. Sr. Paul was a Church 
EE Governour and of _ authority, yet he 
Ss. would not uſe his own libetry in eating Fleſh, 
al much le6 would he impoſe in things utitie- 
bY ceflary to make his Brother to offerid; 
VE 
11% 
1 
ty 
ef- 


In the cafes aforementioned, there was a 
greater appearance of reafon for deſpifiag, 
cenſuring or offending, others, than there can 
be for. fonie impoſitions now ih queſtion a- 
mong us, viz. on the one fide a fear of pat- 
taking im Idolatry, or of eating meats thar 
God had forbidden, or of negleting days 
that God had commanded, as they thought ; 
on the other fide a fear of being driven at. 
oug-the Chriſtan®Liberty, and of reſtoring the 
ug Ceremonial Law. Nevertheleſs, the Apoſtle 


gives a ſevere charge againſt cenſuring, de- 
ng or offending others of. different Perfua- 
Lotis 1n thoſe cafes. And if it were a Sin-to 
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Fafire or delpiſe one anothet, much tadre is | 
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it-a Sin to fur out of the.Communion or 

' Miniſtery of the Church for ſuch matters. 
The —_— of God, which is the Rule of 

Church-Unity, evidently ſhews that the uni- 

| ty of exteynal order muſt always be Subſer- 

{ vient to Faith and: Holineſs, and may be're- 

j ured no further than 1s conſiſtent with the 
hburches. Peace and Edihcation. _ 

The Churches true Intereſt lies in the in- 
creaſe of regenerate Chriſtians, who are her 
true and living Members, and in their mutual 

love, peace = concord, 1n receiving one ano- fl; 
ther upon thoſe terms which Chriſt hath], 
made the bond of this Union. The true, 
Church Unity-is comprized by the Apoſtle inf], 
theſe following Unities ; One Body, one Spi-ſ 

S 
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rit,. one Hope, One Lord, one Faith, one 
Baptiſm, one God. But there is nothing ſaid 
of one ritual or ſet Form of Sacred Othces, 
| one pony. or model of Rules and Orders, ti:at 
| are but circumſtantial and accidental in a 
Church ſtate and very. various and alterable 
while the Church abidesthe ſame. | 
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Of Schiſm truly fo called. 


Hs I lay down! general poſitions abou 
Schiſin without , making application 
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tedoE: Whether theſe poſitions be right « or 
wrong Gods Word will ſhew 3- and who are, 
or are not "concerned in them, the ſtate of 
1-J thirigs will ſhew. Schiſm is a violation of 
T-E the- Unity of' the Spirit, or of that Church» 
©} Unity which, 1s of Gods making or approv= 
he ing. This Definition I ground on' the afore- 
cited "T'ext, Mark them that cauſe Diviſions 
and Offences contrary to the Dottrine that ye 
have learned. 

Separation and Schiſm are not of equal ex- 
WY tent. There may be a Separation or Seceſſi- 
uh on where there is no Schiſm. For Schiſtn is 
always a Sin, but Separation may be a Duty, 
Ya the Separation. of the Proteſtants from the 
PF QChurch of Rowe. Moreover, there may be - 
Schiſm where there is no Separation. The 
Eviolation of /Uniry or the cauſing of Diviſt- 
ons may be not only by withdrawing, but by 
any cauſing of others to' withdraw. from the 
Communion of the Church, or by the undue , 
efing or keepmg of others out of rhe Church, 

r by making ' of 'any breaches in Religion 
— {contrary to the Unity of the Spirit. | 

By looking back tothe nature, and rule; and 

:quiſites of true Church-Unity, we ſhall 'nn- 
erſtand the' true narure and the ſeveral kinds 
$14 degrees'of 'Schilin. 
..F As holy love is the life and Soul of Church- | 
= Yeoity, ſo thataverſation and oppoſition which 
* cotitrary to love, is that which animates 


the fin of Schiſm, and is as it were the hears 
root of it., Whoſoever maintgins love, and | 
makes no breach therein, and whoſe difſents 
| ing or wuhdrawing from a Church is ng 
| other than what may ſtand with love in us 
[ extent, 13 no Schiſmatick. 
| , _ The Unity of the Spirit being primarily 
| that of the Church as myſtically, the breach 
thereof lies primarily 1n being deſtitute of the 
Spirit and Life Spiritual, much more in'being 
oppolite thereunto, under the ſhew.of Chriſti- 
amty ; alſo in the languiſhing or leflening of 
Spiritual Life, eſpecially of the acts of holy 
ove. 
— The Unity-of the Spirit being ſecondanily, 
that. of the Church as- viſible 1n its externa} 
ſtate, and the firſt and chieteſt poznt thereot 
" being -1n the effentials and weighty matters 
of Chriſtian Faith and Life ; the higheſt vic- © 
lation thereof and the chiefeſt point of Schiſn; 
lies in denying or enormouſly violating th: 
{21d effentials or weighty matters. And it -: 
directly a violation of the Unity of the Ca- 
tholick Church, andnot of particular Churches 
only. . | 
| __ only particular Perſons, but Churches, 
yea.2 large combination of Churches bearing 
. the Chriſtian name, may in their Doctris 
Worlhip and other ayowed Practice, greatly 
violate the eſſentials, or yery weighty ma 
* Chriſlzn Faich and Life, and be found 
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Y 2uilty of the moſt enormous breach of Unity. 
[t 13 no Schiſm to withdraw or depart from 
:ay the largeſt combination or colletive bo- 
dy of Churches, (though for their amplti- 
in tude they preſume to ſtile their combination 
the Catholick Church ) that maintain and 
avow any Doctrine or Practice, which 
þ © directly, or by near and palpable conſequence 
he overthrows the ſaid eſſentials. 
ag The next point of external Unity being 
4: © about. the efſentials and integrals of Church 
of © {tate, the Sacraments and other publick Wor- 
Jy | ſhip, the Miniſtery and Diſcipline of the 
Tf Church confidered as of Chriſts inſtitution, 
the next chief point of Schifm 15 the breach 
hereof. And this may be either againſt the 
-E Catholick,” or a particular Church. 
_ Of ſuch Schiſm againſt the ſtate of the Caz 
tholick Church, there are theſe inſtances. 
A 1. When any. one partof profeſled Chriſt 
+ || #05 how numerous” ſoeyer, combined by any 
 .. other terms of -Catholick Unuy, than what 
2K Chriſt hath made, account themſelves the on- 
hes ly Catholick Church , excluding all Perſons 
and Churches that are not of.-their combina- 
&5, tion. ; LF 
old 2- When a falſe Cathokek Unity 1s de- 
7iſcd or contended for, wiz, a devifed Unity 
tlyll ** Governmeat for the Catholick Church un- 
\. er one | terrene Head, perſonal or collective, 


zn6 "urging 4 proper  govermng power over all. 


C 4 bf Chriſtians 
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Chriſtians upon the' face of the whole Earth: 
3- When there 1s an utter diſowning of 
moſt of the true viſible Churches in the World, Yo 
as having no true Church ſtate, no not thei 
eſſentials thereof, and an utter breaking off b 
from communion with them accordingly. 

Of Schiſm againſt a particular Church in 
point of its Church ſtate, there be theſe in-Yir 
ſrances. Ho 

1. The renouncing of a true Church as {tc 
no Church, although it be much corrupted, il c: 
much more if it be .a purer Church, though En 
ſomewhat faulty. | 8 

2. An utter refuſing of all ads of commu- Yu; 
nion with a true Church when- we may have Nd, 
communion with it, either in whole: or in Bb 
part, without our perſonal fin of commuſiion 
or omiſhon. —_— f7 

3. The cauſing of any Diviſions or Di- ir 
ſtempers in the ſtate or frame of a true Church No 
contrary to the Unity of the Spirit. 

Bur it is no Schiſm to dilown a corrupt 
frame of Polity, ſupervenient to the eſſentials 
and integrals of Church ſtate in any particu- 
Jar Church or combination of -Churches, - like 
a leproſie in the Body, that doth groſly de- 
prave them, and in great part fruſtrate thei 
ends of their conſtitution. | | | 
- The laſt and loweſt point of external Unity 
lying in the accidental modes of Rehgion, 
and matters of meer order, ' extrinſick to th+:? 


A 016? | 


:M cfſentials and integrals 'of  Church-State, 'the 
violation thercof 1s the leaſt and loweſt poi 
J, Nl of Schiſm, I mean 1n it ſelf conſidered, and not 
Yin ſuch- aggravating circumſtances as it may 
AY be in. | | : - TO 
{Thoſe accidental Forms and Orders of Re- 
nElgion, which are neceflary in genere but left 
1-Yin /pecie tro human determination, areallowed 
Hof God, when they are determined — 
as to prudence, and charity for Peace and Edi 
d, cation, and accordingly they are to he fub- 
| K mitted to. Conſequently it is one point of 
ESchiſmto makea Diviſion from or in a Church 
u- Y upon the accountal of accident Forms and Or- 


re Elders ſo. determined according to Gods al- 


in Klowance. 


n Bur if anyof the accidentas'be unlawfull, 


and the maintaining or practicing thereof be 


- impoſed upon us as the terms of our communi- 


h Yon, it is no Schiſm but Duty to abſtain from 
perſonally to. own errors and corruptions even 


not be committed that good 'may come. In 
this caſe not he that withdraws, 'but he that 
impoſes cauſeth the Diviſion. 'And this holds 
f things finfull either in' themſelves, or by 
juſt conſequence. * £19. | 

\ And herein he that is to a&, 15 to diſcern and 


+: Jpn poſed. be ſuch. For Gods Law ſuppoſe 


communion 1n that caſe. - For explicitly and 


£{n ſmaller points is evil in it ſelf, which muſt- 
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judge for his'own practice, whether the thingy 


us rational creatures able to diſcern its mean 
ing, and to. apply it for the regulating of our 


qwn actions ; elſe the Law were given us 18 


vain. Submiſſion and reverence. towards Su, 


Lb 


oe obligeth no man to reſign his under. 


nding to their determinations, or in compli» i 
ance-with them to. violate his own conſcience, 


conſcientious and of competent judgment, | 


poo meek, humble, peacrable and through» 


may not be able by their diligent and 1mpar» 
tial. ſearch to ſee the lawfulne(s of things ins 


joyned,. and tis a hard caſe if they ſhould there» 
upon bg declared contumacious. 

- Seeing there be ſeveral pointsof Unity, the 
valuation, whereof 1s to be made according to 


their different value,mens judgment and eſtma- i]. 


tionof Unity, and Schiſm, is very prepoſterous, | 


who- lav. the greateſt - ſtreſs. on: thoſe points 
that are, of leaſt moment, and raiſe things of 
the loweſt rank to. the higheſt intheir valua- 
tzon, and ſer light: by things of the greateſt 
moment and higheſt value ; as indeed they.do, 


: 


who. ſer light by ſoundneſs of Faith and ho- i 


lineſs of Life, and conſcienczous obſervance 
of Divine inſtitutions, where there is not alſo 


; 
. 


unammity and uniformity in unſcripturet Do-i 


Atrines and human ceremonies. And they: 


that make ſuch an eſtimate of things, and deal 


with Miniſters accordingly, do therein litle 


adyance the Unity. of the Spirit, .ox indeavour 
to keep it in the bond of Peage,.; - 


an; Secing the word of God istherule of Church 
Ar Unity, a breach 1s made upon it, when os 


' 12 Wher bounds thereof are ſet than this rule al. 
Ur Bows. An inſtance hereof is the deviſing of 
ler« ſhther terms of Church-compunion, and Mi- 
pli niſterial liberty, than God hath-commanded, : 


pr allowed in his Word to be made the terms 
Zn Fhereof ; Alſo any caſting or keeping ourt-of 
Nt the Church or Miniſtery ſuch as Word 
ar" {doth not exclude from either, but fignifies.to 
7" Fþe qualthed and called. thereunto. 

God doth: not allow on the part of the Ims 
poſer ſuch tearms of Church cammunion or 
Miniſterial ſtation, as are neither: Scriptural 
por neceflary to Peace and Edification, nor are 
any part of thar neceſfary order'and decency, 
5, without which the Service of God would be 


of Fbur that they may. be diſpenſed with'for a 
gredter Lenefir, and the avoiding of. a - greater 
ell Fniſchief. And they are found guilry-of Schiſm 
that urge futch unſcriptural and :unneceffary 
lungs unto a. breach in the:Church.. ' Such 


Ke Blmpoſers are not only an occaſion of the breach 
ney 0 follows, .but a culpable cauſe thereof, 
0- becauſe they impoſe without and againſt Chriſts 
c/ Warrant, who will not have kis Church to be 


_ nor the —_— of his Servants 
ntangled with things unneceflary. 
us Nevertheleſs, fuch unfcriptural or unne- 


pm 


undecent, nor are in any regard ſaineceſlary, 


- Weflary things, if they be nor in themſelves 


gnbwfull -nor+ of miſchievous” conſequence 
may: beof. Gods allowing as to the ſubmitten 
-Fhereupot: they are guilty” of ' Schiſtn; whi 
Meerly'for- the!fake of thoſe unneceſſary thin p 
yet lawfull-as to-their uſe, : thouphwrongful) 
urged upon-them, ' forſake the communion 6 
the. Church or their Miniſterial ſtation, whe 
things are: well ſettled: as to the ſubſtantials d; 

gion, andthe ends of Chureh order, an 
when they themſelves are not required' tt Jl 
juſtifie the unpoſing-/ of ſuch" unneceſlaric 
Here I fpeak of 'contumacious! refuſers, whe 
will rather make a breach than yield. * But 
refuſers out-of conſcience believing, or wal 
appearance. of 'reaſon ſuſpeQting the ſaid law 
Fall thin to:beunlawfull, are either accquittt 
from Schiſin 'or- guilty but 1n-a- low degres 
and much: leſs -culpable. than 'the Impoſers 
who might well-forbear to impoſe. = 
: Be 1t chere noted that when Superiors ſin 
. commanding a thing exempt 'from their 'au© 
thority, it:may be theSubjects duty to obſeryi a 
the thing commanded. . In this caſe the! fail 
obſervance 1s not an a&t of obedience, for ths 
can ariſe. only from the Rulers authority'te 
command. - But it is anadt of prudence, 'equi 
and charity, and it is: good and neceſlary'fc 
the ends fake, and in that regard tis an'a6 
of obedience , though -not+to the Earth 
Ruler, yet to God who commands us to $0 
low Peace and maintain''Unity in>all law 
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ct: In the judgment. of the "Apoſtle. "it is'fib 
ref flight matter to att againſt conſcience ration- 
vhally doubting, or ſuſpecting a breach of Gods 
ri}.Law, Rom. . 14. 5. Let every man be fully 
al perſuaded in bis mind, v. 14. To him that 
eſteemeth any thing to be” unclean, #0 - him'ﬆ 
Als unchkan, ver: '2.2.: He' that doubteth;'s 
damned, if he. eat, becauſe' he:eateth not 'of 
Faith, for whatſoever # not - of Faith 1s- fon. 
'The command of .Rulers. is no good ſecurity 

being coſts 


eg for ating againſt a rational dou 
hd coce. When :L 'am . in doubt touching the 
BA lawfulneſs, of .the thing 1njoyned, 1 have-tis 
- {certainty of being on the ſafer fide, by'coms 
plying with Rulers. . For though in-general 
$0-edience to Rulers be a certain Duty, yet 
Fin the particular doubted caſe, I cannot be 
41 certain that my compliance 1s right and' war- 
;Yrantable obedience, and not a breach of Gods 
il Law. Is it plain that I ought. to obey the 
1 commands of -Rulers in things that have Gods 
AYj allowance ? fo: tis as'plain that I 'ought notto 
5 obey their . commands 1n things which God 
1s bath forbidden. Moreover, it 1s as plain thar 
<1 9ught not to.att againſt my own conference, 
I Vhich as being the diſcerner ofthe will -of 
God concerning me', is of right 'thecimme- 
\M{diare- diretor of -my ations. Indeed -tip 
Sf conſcience cannot. alter Gods Law, or make 

which God: hath made my duty:to-be not 


F, my 


_= > — > — " > 


- 
, | 


my duty, yet it will nor ſuffer me to a@ indiſs 
conformity to its direCtions. So 
Seeing the Unity of the Spirit is always infſ®Þ 
conjunction with Faith and Holineſs, to which"! 
the Unity of external order is always to befſir 
ſubſervient, it follows that when Unity of ex-J6o 
ternal order dpth- not tend to advance buG 
"hinder found Faith and true Holineſs, then 
falſe Unity 3s ſer up, and the true Unity is a4" 
bendoned , \and divifions and | offences / ate 21 
cauſed. And it 'ts no Schiſm but a duty na® 
t0:adhere ta 2 Unity of external order fo ſe th 
and urged, as that it tends. ro the deftrudtionſ} it 
. or notable . detriment of Fanh arid Holineſs, a! 
which are the end of all Church Order. Theſſ* 
means-.are good in reference to their end, and 
muſt never be. uſed in a way deſtructive to]? 
it. -Of the hinderance of the ſaid ends; therefſ*! 
be theſe following inſtances: de 
Here laid down in general, without intend. 
ment of jo lar application to any Churches ® 
now in being, which are left to-be tryed andſ®! 
judged by that. rule by which all 'muſt ſtand} 
or . S_ 


' 1. When s Church or Churches; a Conf - 


egation or ug tions have an eſtabliſk-J2 
= of external ay, and an ordained Mb 
niſtery, and a Form of Divine Worſhip, but b 
are deſtirute of ſuch Miniſters as are qualified b 
$0 feed the Flock, and are burdened with fuck} 


Jiffas are altogether unfit to have the charge of 
$uls commutted to them, who are either uh- 
fable ro teach, or teach corruptly, exther teachs 
Jing corrupt Doctrine, or abuſing, miſhand+ 
beffling and miſapplying ſound Doctrine, to-en« | 
ex-Jcourage the Ungodly and diſcourage the | 
butt Godly. | 
1 2. Where: there are ſome Miniſters able 
; a-Jand apt to teach and duly qualified ; but their 
ate number is in no wiſe pro tical to the 
1a 11mber of the Peo le, and there be multitudes 
ze that cannot have the benefit of their Mink 
off ftery, ſo that if they have no more placed 
among them than thoſe few, they have in 
'holl effect none. 
ndl 3- Where ſincere Chriſtians, or credible 
toll Profeſſors of Chriſtianity are caſt out of -au 
ere eſtabliſhed Church by wrong ſentence, or are 
debarred from its. communion by unlawfull 
id. terms injoyned them, or unneceflary terins 
kf which are to- them unlawfull by real doubrs 
ndof conſcience, and which Chriſt bath: not aus 
adfthorized Rulers to injoyn as terms of Church 
communion. 
4. When Miniſters, whom Chriſt hath fur« 
lis niſhed and called, are driven-out of their 

b lick _ by nlawfull terms inj 
and go them Talawfall 
: by red doubts: of conſcience ; and which 
—_—_ authorized Rulers to injyn 
6 ters of the publick Muiſtery. 


| Upon the caſes here mentioned, TI inquire} 
man the ſaid Miniſters and People may not} 
rugs CY into, new congregations. | Letit Ys 
dered whether the determinations of u 
men may be. a. perpetual þar 'to true viſiblefſc 
Chriſtians, (it may be to multitudes of them) 
againlt the 1njoyment of thoſe moſt 1mportantÞ6 
priviledges, to which God hath given themfþ 
right. Yea, ſuppoſe their conſciences wereſþ 
culpably weak in ſcrupling things impoſed, 
yet they may ſuffer wrong by ſuch an'exceſsÞl 
of ment , as ſo great a deprivation. s 
Chriſt doth not reject them for ſuchſſe 
| weakneſſes. | #h 
Let it bealfo conſidered, ae ſuch 1njur-ſpt 
ed as Chriſtians are wrongfully excluded from 
Gods Ordinances, and ſuch neglected SoulsÞn 
as. are left deſtitute of the tecelbay means of fſct 
Salvation, may lawfully be deſerted by Chriſts|þl 
Miniſters. Should not the Stewards of thefli« 
myſteries of God indeavour to: ſupply. whatſpi 
is lacking to ſuch by reaſon of the rigourouſneſsſþc 
or negligence of -others ? If -it be ſaid, wef * 
may not do evil that good may come, nor break 
the laws of-Unity for ſuch reſpefts, the an-ff: 
Fwver 15,: that this/1s not todo evil, -but a goodft tl 
work and a neceffary duty, and-here as naffcc 
breach. of Unity that is of Gods making orÞþr 
allowing. The neceflary. means of —_ dn 
. Souls are TT I more pn _ | 
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: ufiformity in external, acciderftal order, 'eſpes 
of Þ cially when tis unwarrantably injoyned, and 
it Jattended with ſuch evil conſequents. If withs 
of in any local bounds aſſigned for the Paſtoral 
lefcharge of any Eccleſiaſfick, the People be 
1 left deſtitude of competent proviſion for their 
ntSouls, it 15 no intruſzon or breach of Unity. 
mſþt/an other Paſtor perform the work of the 
reMiniſtery within thoſe bounds, ; 
2d, | Subjedts may not by coercive power reform 
eſshc publick State and change the Laws, which 
2n. $5 the work of the Supream Magiſtrate, But 
ch}t it be conſidered whether they may not have 
ber voluntary Aſſemblies for Gods Worſhip, 
ur-/hen they are driven from the communion 
omſſt the legal Churches by the impoſition of 
ulsolawfull terms, or unneceſlary terms appre- 
; of ended by them to be unlawfull, For in this 
3ſtsÞſe they are forced either to hold ſuch Aﬀſem-« 
theſes, or to abide perpetually without thoſe 
hatrſÞpiricual priviledges which are their due, and 
neſs þc ordinary means of their Salvation. 
wef There 1s a great difference between inimi- 
ak}! Separation, like Sedition 1n a -Common- 
an-ffalth, and Secregation upon neceſſary cauſes 
ood ſithout breach of charity. And among the 
3 noffceflary cauſes this may be one, that all ſober 
-offiriſtians, who for conſcience ſake cannot 
7ingÞrit tothe way of the Eſtabliſhed Churches, 
thanſy be relieved; and that none may be ex- 
afo D poſed 
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poſed for lack*of that relief to be lead aſide 
into the error of the wicked, as Herefie, Ins 
fidelity, or any other courſe of Impiety. Ins 
deed here is ſome variation from the ordina 
rily regular bounding of Churches. But the 
rtition of one Church from another by lc 
de is not of abſolute neceſſity and unva 
riable, but naturally eligible from the con 
venience thereof, when it may be had. Bu 
the ſtate of ſome Chriſtians may be fuch, : 
to compel them to vary from'it. 'The ſcop 
hereof 1s not to ſet up Churches again 
Churches, but either occaſional and tempo 
ry Afemblies, or at the moſt but diver; 
Churches diſtinguiſhed by their ſeveral pla 
of aſſembling, or by diverſity of external aff 
der, asthe allowed Congregations of Foreiggh/ 
ers in London, are diſtinguiſhed from the PS, 
711h Churches. Ie 
It any objedt the inconveniencies that mh 
follow the permitting of Church Aﬀemblies| 
{ides thoſe of the Eſtabliſhed Order, the hg 
{wer 1s, That the wiſdom and clemency 
Rulers in any Nation where this caſe mayr;; 
| ſuppeſed can provide, that as few as mayWſe 
ſhould ftand in need of that permuſhon, Sþ{c, 
fixing the terms of Church communion 4F 7 
Miniſterial liberty to ſuch a latitude,.as nÞv6 
comprehend all the more moderate Diflenihy,. 
And after ſuch comprehenkfion, -Chriſtian 


leBficy will plead, that all tolerable Difſenter# 
(that is, all who believe and live as Chriſtians 
may be tolerated withm ſuch limits, as may 
tand with publick Peace and fafery. "That 
yhich 1s here propoſed, may make foe the re- 
lct of many thouſand ſerious Chriſtians with« 
blout breach of the external order, which is ne- 
oheflary to be maintained, and 1s not fet up to 

he hinderance of things more neceflary. 

Ir is to be noted that the offenders exprefly 
narked out by the Apoſtle inthe Text, Rom. 

16: 17. were ungodly men that oppoſed or 
Oonierverted the Chriſtian Doctrine, and being. 
Denſualiſts and decervers diſturbed and pollut- 

d the Chriſtian Societies, and ſeduced the 
imple into deſtructive error and practice: 


'herefore the Text 1s ll applied to the ri- 


orous condemnation of honeſt and peaceable 

ten, that diflent only in ſome accidental or, 

t Mlferior points of Religion, for which the 
1s Wroſtle forbidsChriſtians to deſpiſe or judge one 
ne Mother. Yet not only falſe Teachers, bur all 
CY Echiſmaticks are here condemned under thas de- 
na/Fription, viz. thoſe thar cauſe Diviſians and 
nay Witences. And though they be not dire&t ops 
on, Þſers of ſound DoEtrine, yet being Dividers 
on F Diſturbers, they ' pra&tice contrary to the 
as WWoctrine of Chrift, which teacherh Unity, 
nenye and Peace: ButftiH it muſt be obſerved 
an Fa the reality of Schiſm' Hes \not in being dr- 
| D z vided 
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vided or diſordered, but in cauſing the diviſ 
on or diſturbance, or in a voluntary violation 
of or departing from true Church-Unity. 
They that cauſe Diviſions are not excuſadſ 
from Schiſm by the ſupport of Secular Power 
nor are others convicted of it meerly by the wan 
of that Support. The Magiſtrates power in San 
cred things 1s accumulative, not deſtructive of 
diminitive to the rights of Chriſts Miniſters an 
People. It takes not from them any thing the 
Chriſt hath granted them, but gives them 
better capacity to make uſe thereof. 


& 
CHAP. IV. n 
Of the Schiſms that were in the mo $ 
ancient times of the Church; and t * 
different caſe of the Nonconformiſ,, 
FL theſe t1mes. 0) 
F thoſe parties which were anciently mffha 
puted Schiſmaticks, as violating the Uſer 
&y of the Church, yet not Hereticks, as dhe 
nying any Fundamental point of the Chrilffio 
an Faith, the Npwatians and Donatiſts areier 
the chiefeſt note. Foraſmuch. as. both the | 
are looked upon as the greateſt inſtances Ff . 
Schiſm, it may be requiſte tor me to .conlifidn 
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1\Mhe. true ſtate of their ſeparation from the 
10efmain body of the Chriſtian Church, paſſing 
by accidental matters, and inſiſting on the 
1\&Fmerits of their cauſe according to their main 
vetPrinciples and Practices. 
rand As concerning the: Donatiſts, the breach 
1SaImade by them had this riſe. Donatus with 
e qffais Complices vehemently oppoſed Cecilianzes, 
angyho had been choſen Biſhop of Carthage, 
deſign to thruſt him out of his Biſhoprick. 
2mgThey accuſe him of being ordained by one 
at had been a Proditor, andof having ad- 
mitted into Eccleſiaſtical Office one that was 
Þuilty of the like fault. This Cauſe was by 

he Emperor Conſtantine*s appointment heard 
tefore ſeveral Councils and many Judges. 
Che Accuſers ſtill fail in their Proofs of the 
hings objected, Cectlianzs 1s acquitted and 

' Fonftirmed in his Office. "The Party of Do- 
ates failing 1n their deſign, were carried in a 
oundleſs rage of oppoſition to a total, and 
eclaimable Separation from all the Churches 

What were not of their Faction, and became 
Fery numerous upon a pretence of {ſhunning 
Ahe contagion of the wicked in the Commu- 
hniftion of the - Sacraments. "Their principles 
areFere, that the Church of Chriſt was no where 
| tho be found but among themſelves in a corner 
ces Ft Africa ; alſo that true Baptiſm was not 
nuMAdmniſtred bur in their Sect. Likewiſe they 
p D Z prov 


proceeded to great tumult, and violence, and 
rapine. And a fort of them called Circ 
celliones gloried in a furious kind of M; 
ryrdom, partly by forcing others to kill then 
and partly by killing themſelves. | 
The Nowattays took their name and beginf' 
ning from Nowvatzs a Presbyter, firſt at Car , 
&þage, afterwards at Rome, who held that theyf© 
who lapſed in times of Perſecution unto th" 
denying of Chriſt, were not to be readmitteF 
unto the Communion of the Church, thought b 
they repented and ſubmitted to the Ecclefi . 
| 
In 


a{tical Diſcipline of Pennance. - He ſeparatec 
from the Roman Church, and was. made { 
Biſhop by Biſhops of his own judgment, it 
oppolition to Cornelius Biſhop of Rome 
Cyprian gives a very bad character of him, af" 
a turbulent, arrogant and avaritious Perfo 
But of what Spirit ſoever he was, his Judg 
ment and Canon was received among many 
that were of ſtricter lives; and he himſelf 
reported to have ſuffered deathin the perfecuf® 
tion under Valerian. * 
Ar the Council of Nice, Aceſizes Biſhop o<' 
the Novatians being asked by Conſtanting* 
whether he aflented to the ſame Faith witf® 
the Council, and to the obſervation of Eafie® 
as was there derceed , an{wered that he fullf* 
afſented to both. Then being again askep*! 
þy, the Emperor, why he ſeparated from tiy* 
WNT oF TED -- |S Comm 


anCommumorn, .le- recited for himfelf things 

Kone in the Reign of Decize, and the exquw- 
ite obſervation of a certain ſevere Canon, 
hat. they who after Baptiſm had fallen into 
hat kind- of {m, which the Scripture calls a 
gin$'2 unto death, ought not to be partakers of 
Caribe Divine myſteries ; but to. be exhorted to 
thecpentance, and to expect the hope of remitt- 
th $1 not from the Prieſt but from God, who 
creat power to forgive. By this it appears 
otfbat the Nowatians did not deny the Salvabi- 
lefty of the lapſed, or others that had fallen 


to a {ir unto death, - but only refuſed to ad- 
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*atec 


de ir them to Sacerdotal Abſolution and Church- 
- ;TLormumon. And thus they made a very 
nwarrantable ſeparation, grounded upon an ' 


} 

0 . . 

\ aþjuſt rigor of very bad conſequence. 
5 


oof Nevertheleſs their error was no other, than 
adgFhat holy and good men might be enſnared 
'Þ by the appearance of a greater deteſtation of 
1f $2, and 1ts tendency to prevent the lapſe-of 
Gatriftans into Idolatry,, and ro make them» * 

ore reſolved for Martyrdom: And by as 
»n d#<dible Hiſtory as any we have of the an- 
itin$<nt times, they are reported ro have had a- 
witt2ng. them men eminently Pious,. and ſome 
2 /$in0us- for Miracles. They unmovably ad- 
Eifred to. the Homouſran Faith,. and for the 
is e$2intenance of it together with the Orthodox, 
1 th#ffered dreadfull Perſecutiens, "They had 
2M D 4 ſome 


nan 


ſome Biſhops remarkable for Wiſdom anW: 
"Godlineſs, and ſuch as were conſulted with bylf 
ſome of the chief of the Catholick Biſhops 
and thar. with good ſucceſs for ſupport of the 
Common Faith againſt the Arriays and. ſuch 
like Hereticks. Under a certain Perſecution. 
wherein they were Companions of the ſelf 
ſame ſuffering, it 1s ſaid that the Catholicks 
and Novatians had Prayers together in the 
Novations Churches, and that in thoſe time 
they were almoſt united, if the Novation 
| had 'not utterly refuſed that they might keep 
up their old inſtitutes ; yet they bar ſuch 
{| good will one to another, that they would die 
one for another. "Theſe and many other things 
of like natureare reported of them by Socrates, 
. whomſome indeed ſuſpect to have been addicted 
. to them, yet upon no other ground, but becauſe 
he gives them their .due upon evident proof, 
And beſides what he hath reported,” Soſomen 
| thus' teſtifies of them, L. 2. C. 30. The 
| when other Sets expired, the Novatians be 
cauſe they had pood men for the Leaders if 
their ay, and becguſe they defended the [a 
Dotrine - with the Catholick Church', wert 
| very numerous from. the beginning, and | 
| continued, and ſuffered not much dammag! 
| by Conſtantines Law for ſuppreſſing of Sed 
And Aceſizes. their Bithop being much favourec 
by the Emperor, for the integrity of his lik 
== great! 
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in. greatly advantaged his Church. Alfo I. 4: 
bill C. 19. He reports the great amity that was 
ps between them and the Catholicks in a time 
thil: of common Perſecution: 
act Whether the caſe of the Diffenters from the 
on. Uniformity now required, be in point of 
(elf Schiſm of the ſame 4r like reaſon with the 
ck above mentioned, or any other anciently re- 
the] puted Schiſmaticks, is now to - be conſidered. 
mel And it is the caſe of rhoſe that diflent not in 
zone] the ſubſtance of Religion, ,but only in things 
pertaining to the Eccleſiaſtical Polity or exter- 
Þ nal Order in the Church, that 1s: here taken 
J into conſideration. Of theſe, ſome being per- 
ingoff ſuaded of the-neceſſity of their own Church 
Order, defire to' remain as they are in their 
if ſevered Societies ; yet they do not nullify 
the legal Churches or Miniſtery, or the dif- 
| penfation of the Word, Sacraments and Pray- 
er therein performed. Others being ſatisfied 
in the per? ng of Parochial Churches, and 
in the ſubſtance of the Eſtabliſhed Form of 
Worſhip, would gladly embrace a freedom 
of Communicating and Adminiſtring there- 
F in, upon the removal of ſome bars that lie 
fl againſt them, and which they think may 
J well be removed. Thereupon they ſeek 
an Accommodation and Union by a ſufficient 
< comprehenfivenefſs in the publick conſtitution ; 
iY and withall a -reaſonable indulgence towards 
| thoſe 


'thole Brethren, who for the. ftrai 
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1t may be anſwered for them, that reafons 


fs c 
their judgments cannot be comprehended.  , 

Neither Party of the Difſenters here def 
cribed. can be charged with any thing like 
the Donatiſtical fury before *exprefled. If 
Auſtin ſought the ſuppreſſion of that Set by 
the ſecular power, in regard of the horrible 
outrages committed by them, it Cannot rea- 
ſonably be urged for a precedent ( as it hath 
been by ſome) for the ſuppreſſtion of men i 
Sober and Peaceable, and ſound 1n the mam | 
points of Chriſtian Faith and Life. Nor can iſ 
either Party of us be charged with that in- 
tolerable preſumption and arrogance of the 
Domiſts, in confining the Flock of Chriſt I, 
to their own Party, or the diſannulling and Il} 
utter denouncing of -all Churches beſides fl 
their own.. Nor 1s the ground of our difla- | 
tisfaction like theirs, which. began in a}, 
quarrel againſt a particular Biſhop, and I}, 
was maintained by animoſity againſt thoſe 
that would not condemn him. It 1s well I, 
known that another manner .of account is ſly 
to be given of our Diflents. 

If ir be objected, that thoſe Diſſenters 
whoſe principles bind them up to perſevere 
1n their ſevered Societies, ſeem in this re- [1 
ſpect ro be as the Novatians, who would fg, 
not admit. a re-Union with the other Churches ; 


have 
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have/ been offered in the foregoing parts of 
this Diſcourſe for indulgence to conſcientious 
People, who are intangled by the narrow- 


neſs of their principles touching Church- 
Order. Beſides, they do not ſtand off upon 


fo harſh and rigorous a point as the Nowa- 


tians did, viz, The utter repelling of the 
lapſed, though penitent from rhe Communi- 
on of the Church. And they have ordinari- 
ly communion in the Word and Prayer with - 
Congregations that are not of their Church 

way, and occaſionally in the Sacrament with 
thoſe Congregations, where they apprehend 
a care of the exerciſe of Diſcipline. ' Nor 
may they be judged fo irreconcilable to the 
Eſtabliſhed Order, but that the holy lives of 
thoſe in the publick Miniſtery, and their 
lively Preaching, and a greater care of true 
and real Church-Diſcipline, might do much 
to their recovery. 

In the mean time, why may not theſe be 
upon as good terms under the preſent Go- 
yernment, as the Novatians were under the 
Government of their times ? Church Hifto- 
ry reports that they were cruelly Perſecuted 
by the Arrian Emperours and Biſhops, and 
that rhey had great indulgence under Ortho- 
dox Emperours, and with many Catholick 


& >FBiſhops and Patriarchs, whoſe prudent and 
ons Fraoderate Government did beſt provide for 


we 


the 


«the Peace of their Churches. But thoſe Or- 

 tthodox Biſhops, who took: from them their 

' Churches and| Eſtates, ' were chiefly | either 

_ uch as took to themſelves a Secular Power, 
and ruled 1mperiouſly and with violence, or 
ſuch as with their zeal had more of wrath-and 
raſhneſs than of meekneſs and prudence. This 
can be cafily proved in the particular in- 
ſtances, if need were. * 

Bur this 1s not the caſe of all -Nonconfor- 
miſts, For part of them (and _ good | 
experiment made , they may be found the} 
greater part) do not ſeek 'to abide in af 
fevered State, but defire a Union. Ir 1s well F: 
known they are as ſenſible of the evil of li 
Schiſm, and as Studious of the Churches 
Peace and, Concord, as any others. - Andſſſi 
though they have not the ſame latitude of 

( 
; 


| jadgment with others in ſome points, yet they 

| have a night Catholick Spirit to promoteſſ? 
the common Intereſt of Reon, and morefo 
| eſpecially the Proteſtant Reformation, and}J7; 
I; dread the weakning and ſhattering of it by? 


| needleſs Diviſions, and. are ready to go as far 


as conſcience will allow in compliance wath 
the injunctions .; of, Rulers. But they are 
caft and kept out of the Eſtabliſhed Orderſ 
by the injunction of ſome terms, which un 
regard of their preſent judgment, they car 
not comply . with, but under the guilt of < 


» Bgrev 


Ficligion, | 
- Touching Church-Government, they admit 
er, @ the Epiſcopacy that was of ancient Ecclefiaſtical 
or cuſtom in the time of | Ipnatizes, yea, or of 
nd Cyprian. Biſhop Uſher's model of Govern- 
his Y ment by Biſhops. and Arch-biſhops with their 
in- Þ Presbyters, was by ſome of them preſented 
to the Kings Majeſty for a ground-work of 
or- | Accommodation. They acknowledge the Kings 
od | Eccleſiaſtical Supremacy according to the 
the £ Oath in that caſe required. His Majeſty in 
| 2 his gracious Declaration concerning Eccleſi- 
vell Jaſtical Aﬀairs, gives a Teſtimony concerning 
1 of the Miniſters that attended him in Holland, 
hes] in 'theſe words, wiz. To our great ſatifatt- 
\ndi}o and comfort, We found them Perſons full of | 
: of laffettion to Us, and of zeal to the Peace of 
hey Church and State, and neither Enemies ( as | 
noteſthey had been given out to be) to Epiſcopacy | 
norefſor Liturgy, but modeſtly to deſire ſuch altera- 
and}tions in, either., as without ſhaking founda- 
; byſſt1ons might beſt allay the preſent Diſtempers. © 
They are ready to engage that they will 
not diſturb the Peace s the: Church, nor 
| areffindeavour any point of alteration in its Go« | 
Yderfivernment by Rebellious Seditions,, or any | 
h iJunlawfull ways.” Thoſe points of 'Confor- 
7 canfituity wherein they . are diffatisfied, are but 
of ſoſome accidentals. of Religion and external 
greal : modes, 


eat a fin as diflembling in-the mattter of 


-  rttiodes, and the Declarations and- Subſcripti 
ons importing an allowance of all and e 
very thing contained in the Liturgy. And 
they think that theſe points are not ſo ne 
ceflary in themſelyes or in their cdnſequents; 
but they are very diſpenſable as the Wiſdom 

of Governours ſhall ſee cauſe; 


If it be objected, that if any thing ſhould 
be yielded to them, there would be no end of 
their cravings,. that which I have to fay is, 
"That reaſonable men will be fatisfied with 
reaſonable concethions 3 and if Subjects know 
not what 1s ht for them to ask, Governours 
know - what is fit for them to give. By 
granting the 'defired relaxation, the Church 
would not ( as ſome alledge ) be fſelt-con- 
demged, as confeſling the unlawfulneſs « 
her injunctions, or as juſtifying the Opinions 
of the Diflenters. For it can ſignifhe fromſf* 
her no more than either her indulgence tof- 
the weak, or her moderation in things leliff* 
neceflary and more contraverted, whuctif® 
would not turn to her reproach, but to heff* 
greater juſtification.  , - - 4 

I have here nothing to ſy to them that” 
object againſt any relaxation after that man 
ner, as if they defired not''our Conformi 4 
but our perpetual excluſion. - :Such may b” 
anſwered in due ſeaſon. And I have ha 
nothing to do. with thoſe that argue againlf* 


is from Politick canfiderations, reſpeting a 
articular Intereſt too narrow for an adequate 
zundation of Church-Peace and Chrittian- 
oncord. But my ſcope 1s to conſider what 
nay be done by the Higher Powers and 
zurch Guides for the healing of breaches, 
cording to the Wiſdom which 1s from a+ 
ove, Which 1s firſt pure, then peaceable, 

cÞ&entle and eafie to be 1ntreated, full of mer» 
and- good fruits, without partiality and 
vithout hypocriie. 


nc 


I have made particular obſervation of 

joſe too moſt remarkable Parties, which have 

xen looked upon as the chief inſtances of 
{Þchiſm in. the more ancient times. 'The o- 
 offf8ihier Schiſms that 1 find of any remark in 
 ne$00{e times were raiſed, ſometimes. by 
erſons caſt out of the Church for their 

» tofÞ-1mes, and thereupon drawing Diſciples at- 
lege: them , as was that of Meletins a Biſhop 
hichſ® £2ypt, who was deſpoſed/ for having fa- 
iced to Idols. Sometimes by offence unjulb- 
taken at fome ſuppoſed - faultineſs :in''a 
-aÞiihop., as was: that 2 an Orthodox Party 
nan” Antioch, againſt another Adeletizs , an 
minbodox and right worthy Biſhop of that 
y b4-7 > only becauſe he was at- firſt brought 
ha by the Arrians ; ſometimes ' by the exaf- 
ain{$7293s of the People for injuries: done 


, ro 


to them or their. Paſtors, , and outfages/ com 
mitted by their oppoſites, as was that of th 
Fohannites at Conſtantinople upon the banilh 
ment of Chryſoſtom ; and ſomtimes by med 
animoliry and humor of diſcantentment, af 
was that of Lucifer . a Biſhop.in Sardipia} 
who ſeparated from Euſehizs Bilbop of V/ 
cells and others, becauſe they- difiked hi 
raſh act of Ordaining Paulinzs to be Biſhag. 
' of Antioch, as tending to perpetuate "it n 


Schiſm there begun, | | p 


Touching all the faid Parties, 1t may bg 
obſerved that they did. not plead that an 
Opinions or Forms were 1mpoſed on them 
to which their conſciences did reludtate, nd 
did they deſire others forbearance toward 
them in ſuch things as might bear too harf 
upon them ; but they themſelves woul 
aot bear with others in that which thi 
ſuppoſed faulty, but did rather chooſe wholiſ. 
to abandon the Communion of the Churcheſh, 
and did not ſeek nor care for accomodatiq: | 
with them. But this is not the caſe of 
leaſt a great part of the Difſenters of the 
times. For they importune an accommodatic 
with the Churches of the Eſtabliſhed Ord: , 
and for Peace ſake, are willing to bear wiſe 
the practice - of others in that which then 
ſelves diſlike or. doubt of ; but they 
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co Þdcan 2 Di ion from others; in fome. 
.oFbings which are. very diſpenſable points ac- 
"Ko ing. to. their judgment, but are forced to 
"Pbide 10 /2., ſevered ſtate, unleſs they wall 

» "Proteſs . what..they belieye not, or practice 
"hat they allow not. 


Now becauſe the judgment and praftice 


jt antiquity 1s much inſiſted on, I pray 
that - it may be cefilidered , whether in the 
Prinutive, or ancicnt times of Chriſtianity, 
nen, "yea, many hundreds of men duly qua- 

. Þhed for the Miniſtery by ſound Faith. and 
pood Life, as alſo by their Learning and 

" Wnduſtry, and offering all reaſonable ſecurity 
For their ſubmiſſive and peaceable demea- 
Hure, were or Would have been caſt and 
"kept out of the Church for their Noncon- 
Formity to ſome Opintons, Forms and Ce- 


w emonies, Which at the belt are but the acci- 
h lentals of Religion, and of the truth or 
—" Jawfulneſs whereof, the Diflenters were wholly 
-_ bffatisfied, and which the . Impoſers judged 
#2 be but things in themſelves indifferent. 


_ And I further pray that it may be con- 
ro Jadered, whether it be eaſier for the Noncon- 
Frormilts to be ſelf-condemned in Conformitig 
"Jo ſome injunctions againſt their conſci- 

a nces, and in deſerting the Miniſtery to 
| E which 


which they arc dedicated , than wor Superi- 
ours either by ſame ' relaxation to make” 
them capable of :Conferming , of to ber 
with their peaceable exerciſe of the Miniſti 

in 2 ſtate of Nonconformity, while ſome off; 
their injunRions confine theta to tha ſtave. C 


= X_. 


—) 


— 
Md 


ri T-3- 


2 0G % © 


1 


4 * ah. a. th. _ FI — ”o f.- XY k 
Þ.. Dit. "= —_ als eb de. Ad a. OS La hd Mt. | es a. ba o 


* Wor making, @ right eftimate of the 
 ÞJ guilt of Sabiſm, and: ſomething. more 
of taking the right way't0 Unity. 


THe confufed | noiſe aboiit” Schifin ," and 

the unjuſt imputatici thereof, that i 
toinmonly made, hath greatly Qrfordered the 
minds of many, * Some have' been rtereby 
ſwaid to ar. abſolute  compliance' with thE 
nolt numerous or the moſt prevailing Parties. 
Others diſcerting the abufe of this riamE; 
but forgetting that there ſomething truly 
ſo called, have 'made hight of therhing it flf, 
which 33 indeed of a hemous nature: 1 
A PEtiave been engaged in this Difquifition by 

2 ſenſe of 'rhe evil of Schiſm, and an 
earneſt care-of keeping my ſelf from the real 
gwlt chereof , ard what is here written, I 
villingly ſubmit -to a grave and juſt exami- 
nation. Errare- poſſum, Hereticus, Schiſma- 
ticus efſe nols. [ am liable to Errour as 0+ 
hers are, but I am fare T-am no wilfull 
b hiſmanck:. 


It is commonly given. to men to paſs a ' 
E 2 leyere 


ed zeal, are SPProven ſuch nat 


their own Opinions and Orders. Where 
upon, as that hath had the charaCter of 
Schiſm- ſtamped upon it, which is not ſuch 
indeed ; ſo that which is Schiſm in a low 
and toterable degree, hath been aggravated 
to'\the higheſt; and proſecuted againſt all 
rules of prudence and charity. . 


' To make” an equal judgment of the guilt 


of Schiſm in Perſons or Parties, the degree 


of. the Schif is duly to be conſidered. Our 
Saviour teacheth that reviling language, con- 
temptuous wordsand rafh anger,. are breaches 
of; the Sixth Commandment, yet \in- degree 


of. guilt, they-are vaſtly different from theſ 
att, = wilfull Murther. And indeed, in theſ 
kind. of delinquency heretreated of, there are| 


as great differences of degrees as of any. other 
kind. -\ The :caſe of thoſe that are neceſlita- 
ted to 2 non-compliance i in fome- lawfull things 


by them held unlawfull, . yer ſeeking union 


would gladly embrace a reaſonable accomo- 
dation , is much. different from 'theirs,. who 


upon choice and wiltully ſever rhemſelves, 


becauſe they , love to be ſevered. In like 
manner the caſe 'of thoſe who- deſire and ſeek 


the conformity of others, and would gladly 
have fellowſhip with them, yet through miſ: 


ry 


ſevere judgment tipo every. diſſent fromf| 
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5 impoſitions: as hinder.: the conforming of 
many, is much{different from: theirs, who de- 
fgaing the extruſion of others, contrive the 
intangling of 'them by needleſs rigors. - Ma- 
ny other inftances might be given. to. ex+ 
preſs the great. diſparity. of caſes in point of 

Schiſm, all-which may: teach vus.in. the eſti 
mate that we. are-to make:thereof, to put a 
difference - between honeſt minds, that by 
miſtake are drawn into: Nivifion, and thoſe 
that out of their corrupt minds and yall 
deſigns do wilfully cauſe Diviſion. | 


- In many things we offend all, and there» 
fore it behoyes us to conſider one another, 
as ſubject. to the like errours and. paſſions. 
We ſhould not judge too ſeverely, as we 
would not be ſo judged. There be::many 
examples' of Schiſmatical anumoſities and per- 
verſneſles, into which- in the ancient_times 
ſuch Perſons have fallen, as were otherwiſe 
worthily eſteemed in the Church. .-. Cyri/ 
with the greater number- of Biſhops 3m-the 
Epbeſine Gonncd, too. raſhly _—_ Fohn of 
Antioch, and his Party of . Biſhops- upon a 
quarrel that aroſe between them. And Jobrs 
with his Adherents returning to Avtioch, did. 
more raſhly depoſe Cyril and his Party, and 
yet both Parties were Orthodox, - and an the 
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iJye . joyned in the Condemnation jof- Ne- 
| E 3 ſtorins. 


foorias. "n the. nll remarkable inftaneef® 
in this kind, is the diſorderly and injurious 
proceeding of ſo venerable a Perſon as 52 wh 
phenjus, againft fo worthy a Perſon as Chy 

ſaftom, 'to which he was ſtirred up by chef 
1nſtigation of that incendiary Theophilus of | 
p"%AveY The ſaid Epiphanite goes to 
Conftaxtizopie, 'and in Fa. Church withoit 
the City beld a:facred Communion, and Or- 
dained a Deacon ;: and when he! had entred 
the City, in a publick Church |he read the 
Decree made by kumſelf and ſome others in 
the condemnation of Or:igens Books, and ex= 
communicated Droſeurus and his Brethren 


_ galled the long Monks , worthy and Ortho- 


dox.. men perfecured by the Anthromorphites. 
And all this - be did without and againſt the 
coufent.of Chryſoſtom the Biſhop of the Place, 
and in.-c of him. | may further in- 
ſtance in the long continued diviſion berween 
Pauknus and ages with their Parties at 
Antioch, t | both of them were of the 
Nicexe Faith ; likewiſe in the long continued 
Separation made from the Church of Cow- 
fantivople, by the followers of Chryſoftom ate 
rer- his banithmemt, becauſe they were ex- 
afþeraced by the injuries done to their wor- 
thy Patriarch. 

- Fheſe weakneffes in 


ai men of old 
Farjes; ] oblerve Not to diſhono 


wr them, but 
that 


ore 


an 


angef'® 
Zpeſber, in caſe of the bike weaknelle and di 


7] 


2. 


os fe Los 


_ —"* RN x I_— 


we may. be. thereb warned to he mart 
able a 4, leſs bas Ae towards one ang- 


rders, and to. be follicitausto maintain Peace, 

and to prevent —_— Laws oo Fools Gt 
are united 1n 

Faith and Price, 5 Ra jp ie fab jaja 
more carefull in avoiding unreaſpoab 6 ip 
poſitions, unwarrantable fLo rink and 
cauſleſs exaſperations. ; 

True Holineſs is the baſis of true Unity. 
For by it the Faithfull cleaye to God, and one 
to another in him and for him, and are in- 
clined to receive one er on terms, © 
on which God hath received chem At 
by it they are. turned, from that dividiog 
ſelfiſhneſs, which draws nen into ſeyeral or 
oppoſite ways according t9 their ſeveral or 
oppolite ends. 

Let not a carnsl Mb 2/7 nee in.2 Church 
{tate, be ſet. up. a lineſs and 
Let the increaſe _ ace of the Chyr 
viſible, be fought in order r0 the increaſe and 


ce of the myſtical. Let no.one Party be 
liked up a the common Peace of of Gund 
Believers ; and let not any part of oy 
timate Children of Cliriſts Family þe xjefted 
or haraſſed upon the zaſtigation of 
but let the: Stewards ia the Fel cry it 
<qually ,. and Bras + one . part ' 3n_ their 


E 4 defired | 


 defired Orders, that the other part be not opiPp! 


. ces to the wills of men, and humility and fo- | 


F 
\ 


prefſed.”” Let not them be fſhll vexed, whoſſef 
would be glad of tolerable terms with theirhvi 
Brethren. In Church-Governours let the powerhe 
of doing good be enlarged, and the power of 6 
doing 'hurt reſtrained, as much as will ſtand: 
with the 'neceflary ends of Government. Þa 
: Let the Diſcipline of the Church commend hi 
it ſelf to the conſtiences of men. Let the ox 
edge of it'. be turned the right way and its 
vigor 'be put forth, pot about little formali- |e- 
ties but -the great” and weighty matters of |j 
Religivn. Zeal in ſubſtantials and charitable | 
forbearance in circumſtantials, 1s \the way to'Jd 
= upon the . hearts of thoſe that unders- |t| 
and the true ends of Church-government, [u 
and what it is to be Relzgious indeed, |: 
\, Let the occaſions-of ſtumbling and, ſnares |} 
of diyifion be taken out of the way, and let |t 
| 
| 
| 
| 


controverted unneceſfaries be left at liberty. 
Diſcoxd will be inevitable, where the terms |} 
of 'concord remain a difficulty inſuperable. 
The Conſcientious that are willing to bid | 
high for Peace, cannot refign their confcien- 
bernefs doth not oblige them to act contrary 
to their own: judgments out of reverence to 
their Superiors ; they cannot help themſelves, 
but their. Superiors may. Tis :the Spirit of 
Antichriſt that 1s fierce and 'yiolent ; hut the 


\ Vs; | 
>pÞpirit' of Chrift is dovelike, meek and harm- 
vhoſeſs, and that Spirit inclines to deal tenderly” 
heirfwith - the conſciences of Inferiours. Tender- 
werheſs of conſcience is not to be deſpiſed or 
r offexpoſed to ſcorn, becauſe ſome may falfly pre- ' 
andtend to it. The Head of the Church and 

Saviour of the -Body 1s compaſſionate tawards 
nd fhis Members, and he hath ſaid, Yhbofo ſhall offend 
the [ove of theſe little ones, that believe in me, it 
its þyere better for him that a milſtone were hang- . 
i= fed about his neck, and that he were drowned 
of [in the depth of the Sea. 
ble} As the way of unity lies much in the wil- 
 to'fdom, equity and charity of Superiours, fo in 
er- [the humility and due ſubmiſſion of -Inferiours, 
pt, fin their ready cloſing with what 15 commend- 
-Jable in the publick conſtitutions, in their 
res [bearing with what 1s tolerable , in making 
let Jthe beſt improvement of what is therein ime 
ty. [provable for their own and others Edification, 


ms [in a word, in denying no compliance, which 
le. [piety towards God and charity towards men 
1d [doth not forbid. 
N- | Matters of publick injunction, which In- 
ſo» | feriors ſtick ar, may be conſidered by them 
ry [either as in themſelves unlawfull, or as inex- - 
to |pedient. Now it 18 not only or chiefly the 
es, | inexpediency of things commanded, but the 
of | ſuppoſed unlawfulneſs of divers 'of thoſe 
be | things that the Nonconformiſts generally ſtick 
t TOR 


at, . whereof they are ready [to render.apa 
ticular ada it. will be Ws L 
Howbeit a queſtion may ariſe about the warrbf 
rantableneſs of ſubmiſlion to things not inÞv 
themſelves unlawful but inexpedient, eſpe} r 
aally in refpe&t of ſcandal, the folution whereefy, 
of may be requiſite for the clearing of our; 
way in ſuch things, l! 
Upon this queſtion it may be noted, That 

1n thoſe caſes, wherein there is no right, oth 
commanding, there is no due” of obedience, k 
N everthelels, things unwarrantably cCOmman de pf 
ed are ſometimes warrantably obſerved, though þt 
not in obedience, yet in prudence, as to pro-þ 
cure Peace, and to ſhew a readineſs to all-poſ-n 
{ble complance' with Superjors. \ Moreover hw 
Rulers have no authority. to command that, us 
which in it ſelf is nor unlawtull, when Chriſti- fe. 
an charity forbzds to do it in the preſent” cir-fh 
cumitances by reaſon of evil conſequents. For þd 
all authority is given for Edification and not þ 
for Deſtruſtion. Likewiſe our Chriſtian lis 
berty includes no Licence to. do that act. at h + 
the command of Rulers, the doing of which Þ 
ia regard of circumſtances,. is uncharitable, 
But here it muſt be conſidered, how far the [F. 
law of charity doth extend -in this caſe, and.ſm 
when it doth, .or doth not forbid my obſervance Iv 
of what the Ruler hath unwarrantably, becauſe 
uncharitably commanded. MR 
rue | 


59 
ares] 'T'rue chaviry doth not wholly deſtroy Chrj- 
tedfian Liberry, though it regulates the uſe there- 
Varrpf ; and it doth not extend it {6 far one way as 
- Mſo deftroy it ſelf another way, If TI am bound 
Peibp from doing every indifferent thing, at which 
Erergvenk conſciences Will take offence, my _— 
ourks turned mto bondage, and I am left in thral- 
Hom to other mens endlefs Scrupuloſities. This 
haths I think a yoke which Chriſtians are not fir 
;, Othor able to bear. This bondage 1s greater and 
Ce. the burden lies heavier upon me, 1 by reaſon 
ad-bf others weakne, I muſt be bound up from 
ghbþbſerving an indifferent thing at the command 
ro-bf Rulers, and by them made the condition of 
ol-Iny liberty for publick Seryice in the Church, 
Cryfrhen my conſcence is fully ſarished that it is 
at, fawtull, and' otherwiſe expedient for me to do 
ſte ft. As for the warrantablenefs of enjoyning, 
4Fr-fhe Ruler muſt look to that. Are ſome diſpleaſ= 
'or þd and grievedrhat Ido it ? As many or more 
19k may be difpleaſed and grieved if I' do it not. 
lis Do ſome take occaſion by my neceflary uſe of 
AE þ juſt hberty, to embolden themſelyes to fin? 
ch ÞM ing of it may bean occafzon of fin 
le, $o others, as their perfiſting in ſome troubleſom 
be Erronr ro their own andothers Spiritual dam- 
nd Image, and in unwarrantable non-compliance 
ce [with their Governours. And the loſs of my li- 
8 ſþerty for publick Service conſequent to ſuch for- 
* Þcarance, muſt alſo be laid in the ballance. 
irxe When 
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© -, "When both theuling and forbeazing of 'n 
Pherty is clogged with evil conſequents, I knof, 


Bo ſafcr way than duly to conſider of what mi 


ment the conſequents are on either ſide, and t 
zncline tothat which hath the lefler evil. Here 
inthe Wiſdom of the prudent is todirect his w: 
upon the impartial view of all circumſtang 
which come under his proſpect. - And if god 
confcence and right reaſon, guided by the #1 
neral Rules of Gods Word, lead me to make ul 
of my Chriſtian liberty in compliance with mfp: 
Superiors, I muſt humbly and:charitably appiſjnc 
my ſelf ro remove the offence, that ſome tak 
by clearing the lawfulneſs and expediency df 
my act to.their judgments. But if that cannqc 
be diſcerned by them, I am by my Chriſtiaſet 
good behaviour to make it evident to the! 
confctences, what in me lies, that what I do, fo 
do {incerely and faithfully, and that I am nf, 
temporizer ,. man-pleaſer and- ſelf-ſceker. Þ: 
humbly .conceive that that high ſaying of thÞ/ 
Apoltle, If meat make my Brother to offend, $6 
-will eat no Fleſh while the World ſtandetiie 
doth admit ſuch equitable interpretation, as th 
circumſtances of time, place, perſon, and th 
whole ſtate of things declares to be moſt rea 
ſonable. =: ' 
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_ { humble repreſentation of my own caſe 
« Ry touching. the exerciſe of the Minis 


Jed fiery. 


S W: 
and Have been in the Miniſtery near fourty 
=| years, having been ordained Presbyter 
e gg. according to the Form of Ordination 
ce uſpſed in, the Church of England. And _ 
h mfalled to this Sacred Order, I hold my felt 
pplJndiſpenfibly obliged to the work thereof, As 
takg50d - enables tme and gives me 
> nature of the Office is fi in the 
_ of Words, by” which I was folemnl _ 
m__—_ _ [ Recerve the Holy 
, Whoſe ſins thou orgeve, th 
—_ , wt whoſe bu LE Ara 
n nffdey are retained-: And be thou a' faithfull 
r. Piſpenſer of the Word of God and of bis holy 
| thÞacraments, inthe name of the Father, and of 
d, $be Son, and-of the Holy Ghoſt, Amen. The 
derormer part: of theſe Words being uſed by 
5 thþur Saviour to his Apoſtles, in conferring 
] thþppon them the Paſtoral Authority , fully 
 reproves that the Office of a Presbyter ts 
Paſtoral, and of the ſame nature with that 
which was ordinary in the TE: and in 
yhich they wa GavcoOnns 
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NNC 
ft 


Likes 


Likewiſe, .this Church did then appoin{Þ®? 
that at the ordering of Prieſts or Presbyterg 
certain portions of Scripture ſhould be readf*®! 
as belonging to their Office to inftrud rhen 
in the 'nature of ir, viz. That portion off® 
AF. 20. which relates St. Pauls ſending tp? 
Ephefas , and calling for the Elders wy 3. th 
_— with his exhortapion- to themÞ** 
To take heed to themſelves and to all the Floc P, 
over which the Holy Ghoſt had. made thewſ® 
| Overſeers, to-rule the Congregation of God. ON 
elſe r Tim. 3. which ſets forth/the Office and* 
due qualification of a Biſhop. - And afier{© 
wards the Biſhop ſpake to them that were if® 
receive the Office of Prieſthood, in this fornſ? 
of words, { Te have heard, brethren, as we 
in your private examination, and in the exhor\© 
tation and holy Leſſons taken out of the Goff k 
pels and Writings of the Apoſtles, of what? 
dignity, and how great importante. this Of [ 
& whereto ye arecalled, that i t6 ſay the Meſf{ © 
ſengers, the Watchmen, the PASTORS and © 
Stewards of the Lord, to teach, to premoniſh 
ro feed, ro provide for the Lords Family. | 
mention my Ordination according to the 
Epiſcopal Form , becauſe it is of  greateſ( 
elteem with them, to whom this Repreſents 
tion 15 more eſpecially tendred. Neverthelef 
I own the validity of Presbyterial- Ordinati- 
en, afd judge that Miniſters fo co_ 


| 


vets nay make. the ſame defence fot: exercifing | 
rterhe Maniftery , in the ſame cafe that 15 here 
rea eprefented. | x . 


IN C 


ther) Chriſt is the Author and the only proper Giz | 
ervf this Office ; andthough he give it by the l 


g Imediation of men, {yet.not by themes giving 
- "ph gene "Office, but cas inftruments: of the defig- 
Le nation, or. of the | ſolemn. inveſtiture - of . the 
lacpIPerſon to whom he: gives ir. As: the King 
-heyſts the immediate Gwer of the .power of « 
 OfMayor in a Town'Corporate, when he gives | 
andit by-the Nicdiatzon 'of Electors: and certain || 
frerJOfficers , only as inſtruments of: the deſig» || 
e tention, or of the: folemn inveſliture of the 
or Perſon. 1 40 ©; # | 
well 1 am not canfcious of diſabling ny ſelf 
hayJto the Sacred : Miniftranons, that beloag to | 
the Office of a Presbyter, by any Opinion or | 


4.4 Praftice, that may-render me unht for the 

& 4 farne. Touching which matter, I humbly 

£74 offer my ſelf to the tryal of. my Superiars 

4 to be made according to Gods Word. "oF 

5} Nothing neceſlary to autharize me to thols || 
Miniſtrations is. wanting that I know of. I | | 


| | am .Chriſts Commiſſioned Officer ; and I do 
i not find that he hath revoked the authority 


| which I have received from im; And with- 
out the warraat of bis Law no'man can take 
-1 it from me. Nor.do I find, that the nature 


| of this Office, or the declared will af Chriſt 
14; ; 


requires, 


— 
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requires; - that -it be exerciſed no otherwilth 
than in ſubordination to a Diſoceſan. Bi | 

That 1 do not exerciſe the Miniſtery uns 
der the regulation of the Biſhop of the: Dio-| 
ceſs, arid in other circumftances according. 
the preſent - eſtabliſhed .Order ; the cauſe. 13þ 
not in me; who am ready to ſubmut thereunih; 
to; but 'a bar is laid againſt me by the. in«þe 
Jun&tion of - ſome- terms .in. the: lawhulneſs 
whereof I am not ſatisfied; whereof Iam rea«hy; 
dy to give an account When it is requured:  þ6, 

I do not underſtand thar-!] am undev-any{jc 
Oath or - Promiſe to exerciſe 'the; Minifteryy by 
no otherwiſe than. in. ſubordnatien to-'rheſ}; 
Biſhop, or the Ordinary of the Place. ;.'Theþ 
promiſe made at-my Ordination to. obey my 
Ocdinary and other chief: Miniſters, to whom 
the government and charge. over me 15(gom»Þ 
mitted, concerns me only as:a Presbyter; ſtand-þ 
ing 1n relation to the Biſhop or Ordinary, as þ; 
one of the Clergy of the Dioceſs, or otherþ, 
peculiar Juriſdiction, in” which relation-T do 
not now ſtand, being caſt out and mide un- he 
capable thereof. Moreover; in whatſoever ca- hh; 
pacity I now ſtand, the faid Promiſe. muſt be, 
underſtood either limitedly or without limita-e, 
tion. If. imitedly, as in things lawfull and 
honeſt, (as I conceive it ought to be under-þ 
ſtood ) then Iam not bound by it in the pre-þ; 
ſent caſe, For it 1s not lawfull-nor honeſt for] 
me 


——— — 


alape. to comply with the now injoyned"Cons - 
p. Þprmity -againſt my conſcience, or in caſe of 
1]uch neceſſitated non-compliance , to deſiſt 
o-fom the Miniftery that I have received in the q 
 toLord. - If it be underſtood without lnutation, - 
| is a finfyll pronuſe inthe matter thereof, and 
un4hereupon void. Abſolute and unlimited os 
20=þedience to man may not be promiſed. Let | 
eſs} be conſidered alſo that the obje&ed pro- | 
ea*miſe could not bind me to more than the Con- 
. formity then required, Burt fince my Ordinas 
anylion and-Promile then made, the ſtate of Cone | 
ZYsormuty hath been much altered by the injun- 
theftion of more, and to me harder terms than ' 
"he ormerly were injoyned. When I was Or-. | 
My Jained, I thought that the terms then require | 
omyd were ſuch us might be lawfully ſubmutted ro, 
MPBut young men (ſuchas-I then was ) may be | 
nd-þ fly drawn to ſubſcribe to things publickly 
5 3hjoyned, and ſo become engaged, before they 
her have well conſidered. | 
do] The Ordainer or. Ordainers, who defigned 
ul- he to this -Qffice of Chriſts danation, -and not 
ca- heirs, could not by any aCt of theirs leflen jr | 
;DEÞ to 1ts nature or eflential ſtate, Nor can they i 
uferogate from Chriſts authority over me, -and 
and he 'obhgation which he hath laid upon me, 
ler-þ diſcharge the Office with which he: hath 
IC htruſted me. | 
tor} Thar a neceſſity is laid upon me in my pre- 
me | F ſent 
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ſent ſtate to preach the Goſpel, I'am' full 
perſwaded, in regard of the neceſſities of Souls| 
which cry aloud for all 'the _ that can'poſ 
fibly be given by-Chriſts Minitters, whethef 
Conformiſts or Nonconformiſts. 'The neceſÞ 
fary means of their Salvation is more valuableſc 
than” meer external 'Order or Uniformity” ir 
_ whings- accidental. 
[ receive the whole Doftrine of Faith an(f 
Sacraments, according to the Articles 'of * th 
Church of England, and am ready to ſubſcribſd 
the ſame. T have joyned, and ftill am readp! 
to joyn with the legally eſtabliſhed Churchee 
in their publick. Worſhip. - 'The matter « 
my ſacred Miniftrations hath/been alwayscor 
ſonant ro the Dodrinie of the Retorme 
Churches, and particularly of the Church « 
England, 1 meddle not with our preſent dit 
ferences, bur infiſt- on the great and neceſſa 
points of- Chriſtian Religion. \ I deſign not t 
promoting of a ſevered Party, but of mee 
Chriſtianity or Godlineſs. | 
_ 1 am willing to comply with. the will q 
my Superiors as far as 1s poſſible with a 
conſcience, and to return to my Miniſter 
Ration in the Eſtabliſhed Churches, may It 
bur. diſpenſed with in the injunctions, wit 
which my conſcience, till I be otherwiſe u 1 
formed, forbids me to comply. In the whe 
of my difſent from the faid injunCtions, I ca 
RE! NC 


 — 


fullÞt be charg ed with denying any thing eſſen® 
oulgp! to Chriſtian Faith and Li ©, wy the 
1 poÞnſtitution of a Church, ot any of the weigh= 
ethefcr matters of Religion, or with being in any 
eceſþng inconſiſtent with good Order and Gos 


ablqernment. 
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